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1.2 Penalty matrices 
This section contains the IB penalty matrices detailing infringements by the student and the level of penalty 

which may be applied by the IB. In the event of an unprecedented and/or extraordinary incident please see 

"Good practice for investigating academic misconduct." 

Written and oral coursework and examinations 
 

Infringements Level 1 penalty 

Warning letter to 

the student 

Level 2 penalty 

Zero marks for 

component 

Level 3a penalty 

No grade for 

subject(s) 

concerned—see 

note 1 

Level 3b penalty 

No grade for 

“parallel” subjects 

—see note 2 

Plagiarism 

Copying external 

sources. 

Not applicable. Between 40–50 

consecutive words 

and incomplete 

acknowledgement 

of copied source(s). 

More than 51 

consecutive words 

copied and no 

acknowledgement 

of source(s) given— 

see note 3. 

Not applicable. 

Peer plagiarism 

Copying work from 

another student. 

Not applicable. Between 40–50 

consecutive words 

with no 

acknowledgement 

and/or attempt to 

cite the copied 

source(s). 

More than 51 

consecutive words 

copied or 

submitting 

somebody else’s 

work as one’s own. 

Not applicable. 

Peer plagiarism 

Student lending or 

facilitating their 

work. 

Student took 

reasonable steps to 

prevent their work 

being copied. 

Student took no 

steps to prevent 

their work being 

copied or actively 

encouraged the 

copying of their 

work. 

Student actively 

tried to sell their 

work to be 

submitted by 

others. 

Student actively 

tried to sell the 

work of third parties 

to be submitted by 

others. 

Collusion 

Coursework only and 

when working 

collaboratively. 

Work of students 

show close 

similarity. 

Work of students 

has similarities— 

less than 30%— 

and/or identical 

sections. 

Work of students 

has extensive 

similarities—more 

than 31%—and/or 

identical sections. 

Not applicable. 

Submitting work 

commissioned, 

edited by, or 

obtained from a 

third party —see 

note 4 

Not applicable. Student submits 

work heavily edited 

by a third party to 

circumnavigate the 

rules on teacher 

support. 

A penalty will be 

applied for any 

student in the same 

or different school 

providing the service 

or facilitating work. 

Student submits 

work that was 

entirely produced 

or edited by a third 

party. 

A penalty will be 

applied for any 

student in the same 

or different school 

providing the service 

or facilitating work. 

For a student in the 

same or another IB 

World School 

providing the 

service. 
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Infringements Level 1 penalty 

Warning letter to 

the student 

Level 2 penalty 

Zero marks for 

component 

Level 3a penalty 

No grade for 

subject(s) 

concerned—see 

note 1 

Level 3b penalty 

No grade for 

“parallel” subjects 

—see note 2 

Inclusion of 

inappropriate, 

offensive, or 

obscene material 

Minor offence—see 

note 5. 

Moderate offence— 

see note 6. 

Major offence—see 

note 7. 

Major offence. 

Duplication of 

work 

Not applicable. Presentation of the 

same work for 

different 

assessment 

components or 

subjects. 

Partial reuse of 

materials; penalties 

will be applied to 

both subjects with 

reused materials. 

Presentation of the 

same work for 

different 

assessment 

components or 

subjects. 

Complete reuse of 

materials; penalties 

will be applied to 

both subjects with 

reused materials. 

Not applicable. 

Falsification of 

data 

Not applicable. Presentation of 

work based on false 

or fabricated data. 

Not applicable. Not applicable. 

Conduct during an examination 
 

Infringements Level 1 penalty 

Warning letter to 

the student 

Level 2 penalty 

Zero marks for 

component 

Level 3a penalty 

No grade for 

subject(s) 

concerned—see 

note 1 

Level 3b penalty 

No grade for 

“parallel” subjects 

—see note 2 

Possessing 

unauthorized 

material in the 

examination room 

—see note 8 

In candidate’s 

possession but 

surrendered or 

removed during the 

first 10 minutes of 

the examination. 

In candidate’s 

possession but no 

evidence of it being 

used during the 

examination. 

In candidate’s 

possession and 

evidence of it being 

used during the 

examination. 

Not applicable. 

Exhibiting 

misconduct or 

disruptive 

behaviour during 

an examination— 

see note 9 

Not applicable. Non-compliance 

with the 

invigilator’s 

instructions during 

one component. 

Repeated non- 

compliance with 

the invigilator’s 

instructions during 

one examination or 

non-compliance 

during two or more 

examinations. 

Penalties could be 

applied to multiple 

subjects if incidents 

happen during the 

completion of 

Not applicable. 
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Infringements Level 1 penalty 

Warning letter to 

the student 

Level 2 penalty 

Zero marks for 

component 

Level 3a penalty 

No grade for 

subject(s) 

concerned—see 

note 1 

Level 3b penalty 

No grade for 

“parallel” subjects 

—see note 2 

   different subject 

papers. 

 

Exchanging, 

passing, obtaining 

or receiving verbal 

or written 

information from 

other students 

during the 

examination 

completion time— 

or attempting to 

Not applicable. Not applicable. When candidates 

try, successfully or 

not, to share 

answers and/or 

examination 

content with others. 

Penalties will be 

applied to all 

candidates 

participating in the 

incident. 

For a candidate in 

the same or another 

IB World School 

aiding other 

candidates. 

Removal of secure 

materials such as 

examination 

papers, questions 

and answer 

booklets, from the 

examination room 

Not applicable. Candidate 

attempting to 

remove secure 

materials, but 

identified by 

invigilators before 

leaving examination 

room. 

Candidate 

successfully 

removing secure 

materials from the 

examination room. 

Not applicable. 

Impersonating an 

IB candidate— 

both impersonator 

and person 

allowing 

impersonation 

Not applicable. Not applicable. For both candidates 

allowing or 

conducting an 

impersonation. 

For the candidate 

conducting the 

impersonation. 

If the impersonator is 

not an IB student, the 

IB will try to establish 

their identity and 

inform the relevant 

awarding body that 

impersonator is or 

was registered for. 

If the impersonator is 

an IB graduate, the 

IB will apply 

penalties 

retrospectively. 

Failing to report 

an incident of 

academic 

misconduct 

Not applicable. Not applicable. When student is 

aware of the act of 

misconduct, but 

decides not to 

report it to their 

school 

administrators. 

When student is 

aware of the act of 

misconduct, but 

decides not to 

report it to their 

school 

administrators. 
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Conduct that threatens the integrity of the examination 

 

Infringements Level 1 penalty 

Warning letter to 

the student 

Level 2 penalty 

Zero marks for 

component 

Level 3a penalty 

No grade for 

subject(s) 

concerned—see 

note 1 

Level 3b penalty 

No grade for 

“parallel” subjects 

—see note 2 

Gaining access to 

IB examination 

papers before 

examination’s 

scheduled time 

Not applicable. Not applicable. Candidate in 

possession of partial 

or complete live 

examination 

content. 

When in possession 

of partial or 

complete live 

examination 

content. 

Sharing of IB 

examination paper 

content before or 

during the 

examination’s 

scheduled time, or 

within 24 hours 

after the 

examination 

Not applicable. Not applicable. Candidate sharing 

partial or complete 

live examination 

content through 

any means, 

including but not 

limited to, email, 

text messages and 

the internet, even 

when shared 

information is 

general. 

Assisted the sharing 

of partial or 

complete live 

examination 

content. 

Assisting another 

student(s) in 

committing an act 

of academic 

misconduct—see 

note 10 

Not applicable. Not applicable. When a student 

assists the act of 

misconduct. 

When a student 

assists the act of 

misconduct. 

Failing to report 

an incident of 

academic 

misconduct 

Not applicable. Not applicable. When student is 

aware of the act of 

misconduct, but 

decides not to 

report it to their 

school 

administrators. 

When student is 

aware of the act of 

misconduct, but 

decides not to 

report it to their 

school 

administrators. 

Interfering with an academic misconduct investigation 
 

Infringements Level 1 penalty 

Warning letter to 

the student 

Level 2 penalty 

Zero marks for 

component 

Level 3a penalty 

No grade for 

subject(s) 

concerned—see 

note 1 

Level 3b penalty 

No grade for 

“parallel” subjects 

—see note 2 

Not cooperating 

with an 

investigation, 

whether involved 

or not 

Not applicable. Not applicable. When a student 

shows any of these 

behaviours and/or 

refuses to submit a 

statement. 

When a student 

shows any of these 

behaviours and/or 

refuses to submit a 

statement. 
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Infringements Level 1 penalty 

Warning letter to 

the student 

Level 2 penalty 

Zero marks for 

component 

Level 3a penalty 

No grade for 

subject(s) 

concerned—see 

note 1 

Level 3b penalty 

No grade for 

“parallel” subjects 

—see note 2 

Providing 

misleading or 

demonstratively 

false information 

Not applicable. Not applicable.   

Attempting to 

influence 

witnesses 

Not applicable. Not applicable. 

Showing 

threatening 

behaviour to the 

person carrying 

out investigation 

or to witnesses 

Not applicable. Not applicable. 

Forgery or falsification of IB grades or certificates 
 

Infringements Level 1 penalty 

Warning letter to 

the student 

Level 2 penalty 

Zero marks for 

component 

Level 3a penalty 

No grade for 

subject(s) 

concerned—see 

note 1 

Level 3b penalty 

No grade for 

“parallel” subjects 

—see note 2 

Forgery or 

falsification of IB 

grades or 

certificates 

Attempt to 

fraudulently amend 

a result in a subject 

—electronic or hard- 

copy certificates and 

transcripts. 

Not applicable. Not applicable. Students may 

receive additional 

sanctions 

depending on the 

number of subjects 

affected. 

 

 
Explanatory notes 
1. Level 3a penalty. This depends on the seriousness of the incident; the penalty can be extended to 

several or all subjects of the session. 

2. Level 3b penalty will be applied to IB students involved in a form of misconduct that benefits another 

student rather than themselves. 

3. As approved by the Final Award Committee in November 2013, the level 2 penalty is not applicable for 

extended essays (EEs). Due to the nature of the subject, only one assessment component (the level 2 

and level 3a penalties) have the same outcome on the candidate’s final result, the non-award of 

diploma. Therefore, plagiarism cases in EEs will only be considered when a considerable amount (more 

than 100) of consecutive words lacks proper reference. 

4. Submitting work commissioned, edited by, or obtained from a third party. This list includes, but is not 

restricted to: 
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• friends, family members, or other students in the same or different school, college or 

university 

• private tutors 

• essay writing or copy-editing services 

• pre-written essay banks 

• file-sharing sites. 

5. Minor offences may include but are not restricted to: 

• conducting research without permission of the participants 

• including offensive or obscene comments or graphic materials in any assessment 
component 

• inclusion of materials with excessive or gratuitous violence or 

explicit sexual content or activity that could be considered or 

perceived offensive by others. 

6. Moderate offences may include but are not restricted to: 

• conducting field experiments or investigations that inflict pain or 

risks the well-being or survival of live organisms 

• conducting research or fieldwork that damages the environment 

• including offensive or obscene comments or graphic materials in any assessment 
component. 

7. Major offences may include but are not restricted to: 

• producing any work that shows disrespect of personal, political 

and/or spiritual values, and/or contain offensive remarks 

about race, gender, or religious beliefs 

• falsification or fabrication of data in producing any work 

• inclusion of materials with excessive or gratuitous violence or 

explicit sexual content or activity that could be considered or 

perceived offensive by others. 

8. Unauthorized materials or items may include but are not restricted to: 

• mobile or cellular phones 

• notes 

• study guides 

• own rough or scratch paper 

• non-permitted dictionaries 

• other prohibited electronic devices such as smartwatches or smartglasses. 

9. Misconduct during examinations may include but are not restricted to: 

• failing to abide by invigilator instructions 

• disruptive behaviour 

• attempting to remove examination materials from the examination room 

• leaving the examination room without permission. 

10. Assisting other student(s) in committing an act of misconduct may include but are not 
restricted to: 

• facilitating information to other candidates during the completion time of the 
examination 

• distributing live examination content before, during or 

after the scheduled time of that examination through 
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any means. 

1.3 Precedents 
This section provides examples of breaches of the IB Academic integrity 

policy, and the subsequent outcome for students. The list is not exhaustive 

and is meant to provide real-life guidance on a range of issues and how they 

were dealt with. 

 


