
Environmental 
Zones in Sweden

R
E

G
U

LA
T

IO
IN

S



Why we have environmental Zones
As in many other cities in Europe, we have the
problem of poor air quality as a result of large-scale
emissions from different sources, including
road traffic. All cities are required to meet the EU’s
environmental quality norms, which means that
we must be able to guarantee residents acceptable
air quality. To do so, emissions of nitric oxide
and particulate matter need to be reduced and
environmental zones are an important means of
achieving this. An environmental zone imposes
environmental restrictions on heavy lorries and buses 
(total weight over 3.5 tonnes) that operate in our towns
and cities, reducing emissions where this is needed
most – in areas where the majority of people
live and work. The environmental zone acts as a
much-needed complement to emission requirements
for new vehicles, preventing vehicles that
are too old or with emissions that are too high
from being used in our towns and cities.

The local regulations are the same for all Swedish
towns and cities that have an environmental
zone and are based on the rules laid down in the
Swedish Road Traffic Ordinance (SFS 1998:1276,
Chapter 10). This means that the EU environmental
classification system is used as a basis for
deciding which vehicles are permitted to enter an
environmental zone. Vehicles that are allowed entry
can be seen in the text and table in this folder.

For further information about the environmental zone
in each individual town or city, see the websites listed
on the back page of this folder. For environmental
zones in Europe see www.lowemissionzones.eu



Regulations for heavy lorries and buses
•	 All are permitted to be driven in an environmental zone for six years from when the vehicle 

is first registered, regardless of the country of registration.
•	 	Euro 3 vehicles can be driven in an environmental zone for eight years from when the 

vehicle is first registered, regardless of the country of registration
•	 	Euro 4 vehicles can be driven in an environmental zone up to and including 2016 or eight* 

years from when the vehicle is first registered, regardless of the country of registration. 
Vehicles adapted to Euro 4 can be driven up to and including 2016**.

•	 	Euro 5 vehicles can be driven in an environmental zone up to and including 2020 or eight 
years* from when the vehicle was first registered, regardless of the country of registration. 
Vehicles adapted to euro 5 can be driven up to and including 2020**. 

•	 For euro 6 vehicles or better and vehicles that have been adapted to euro 6 or better there 
is no time limit.
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For rules and exceptions regarding environmental zones, see the Swedish Road Traffic Ordinance, Chapter 4, Sect. 22-24 
ad Chapter 11, Sect. 4.
For frequently asked questions concerning environmental zones, see www.malmo.se/miljozon or www.stockholm.se/
miljozon 



Trafikkontoret
Tillstånd
Box 8311
104 20 Stockholm
Tel: 08-508 272 00  
dispens.tk@stockholm.se
www.stockholm.se

Tekniska förvaltningen

Göteborgsvägen 11-17
431 82 Mölndal
Tel: 031-315 10 00
tekniska@molndal.se
www.molndal.se

Helsingborg stad
Stadsbyggnadsförvaltningen 
251 89 Helsingborg 
Tel: 042-10 50 00 
kontaktcenter@helsingborg.se 
www.helsingborg.se/miljozon

Umeå kommun
Gator och parker
Skolgatan 31A
901 84 UMEÅ
Tel: 090-16 15 30 
kontaktcenter.gatorochparker@
umea.se
www.umea.se
Kontoret för samhällsutveckling

Trafik och markupplåtelse
Stationsgatan 12
753 75 Uppsala
Tel: 018-727 00 00
tmu@uppsala.se
www.uppsala.se

Göteborgs Stad
Trafikkontoret 
Box 2403  
403 16 Göteborg
Tel: 031-365 00 00
trafikkontoret@trafikkontoret.goteborg.
se
www.goteborg.se

Tekniska förvaltningen  
Gatu- och trafikkontoret
Byggmästaregatan 4  
222 37 Lund
Tel: 046-35 50 00
tekniska.forvaltningen@lund.se
www.lund.se

Gatukontoret Malmö
205 80 Malmö
Tel: 020-34 45 00
gatukontoret@malmo.se
www.malmo.se/miljozon
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