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Letter of Support for the City of Gothenburg 
 
The Swedish Writers’ Union wishes to express wholehearted support for Gothenburg’s 
application to become a UNESCO City of Literature. 
 
The Swedish Writers’ Union is the only professional union in Sweden representing 
writers and literary translators. We have in excess of 3,000 members whose interests 
we represent as their “spokesperson” in dealings with the Swedish Government and 
the Riksdag, as well as all other organisations involved in cultural policy, on matters 
related to the professional conditions for all writers and translators in the literary field. 
 
The basis of our operations is safeguarding our members’ interests by defending 
freedom of expression, monitoring copyright legislation and ensuring that authors 
receive reasonable remuneration for their literary works. 
 
Literature is a multifaceted sector covering everything from public events, libraries, 
book circles and writing courses to literature study programmes, criticism, authorship, 
literary mediation and initiatives to promote reading.  We often speak of the 
importance of a functioning literary ecosystem, the health of which depends on each 
component functioning properly. This is the case in Gothenburg. While it may be 
Sweden’s second city, Gothenburg is very much at the forefront when it comes to 
literature.   
 
Investments in literature made by Gothenburg benefit the whole of Sweden. The 
annual Göteborg Book Fair is a case in point, as are the activities held at Göteborgs 
Litteraturhus [Gothenburg House of Literature] and the Literary Composition and 
Literary Translation programmes at HDK-Valand – Academy of Art and Design at the 
University of Gothenburg, not to mention the outstanding annual initiative to promote 
reading among children and young people that sees authors from all around the 
country visiting every school in Gothenburg and its suburbs. And Writers´ Centre West, 
an association for professional writers, organizes various literary events for the public 
including the Forum for poetry and prose. 
 
The exemplary literary activities conducted by the City of Gothenburg deserve 
international recognition.  There is much happening in Gothenburg that others would 
do well to take note of and draw inspiration from. A healthy literary ecosystem 
guarantees tomorrow’s readers.  
 
 
Stockholm 22.01.2021 
 
Grethe Rottböll 
Chair of the Swedish Writers’ Union 
 
 



January 11, 2021 
 
Nomination as a UNESCO City of Literature  

 

 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am writing in support of Goteborg/Gothenburg, Sweden nomination as a UNESCO City of 
Literature. Having visited the city twice in the last twenty years, and knowing full well the 
dynamic nature of the city of Goteborg and its wonderful Goteborg Book Fair, I can only 
encourage you to seriously consider its application. In addition to my role as Secretary General 
of the International Book Fair Directors, I am also the International Representative of the 
Guadalajara Book Fair; for your information, Guadalajara has been chosen as the UNESCO Book 
Capital for 2022. This is a great, great honor. Further, as a novelist, I have had many friends, 
including Jacqueline Woodson and Paul Auster, take part in the late September book fair and 
festival and delight in the city and its passionate support of writers and reading.  
 
Below is the mandate of our organization: 
The Conference of International Book Fair Directors is an independent worldwide collaboration 
of book fair organizers working together to promote books and reading both in their own region 
and across the globe. Our mission is to bring together book fair directors from around the world 
to communicate openly and with honesty, to discuss ideas, share experiences and learn from 
each other in an atmosphere of friendship and support, away from the pulls of our day-to-day 
business.  
 
The first meeting of the book fair directors took place in Bellagio, Italy in 1994 with the support 
of the Rockefeller Foundation and since then twenty directors have met every other year in a 
different book fair site to discuss issues of common interest and concerns. 
 
As you can see, books and book fairs have been my life's interest. I can only say that if 
Goteborg is selected as a UNESCO City of Literature. You will be amazed by how the city and 

its citizens will support this selection.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any other questions. 

 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 

 
David Unger, Secretary General 
Conference of International Book Fair Directors 
Div of Hum NAC 5225 
The City College of New York 
New York, NY 10031 
(212) 650 7925 filny@aol.com 

mailto:filny@aol.com










 

 

                         Gothenburg 2021-01-28 

 

UNESCO Creative Cities Network  

Letter of Support UNESCO City of Literature 2021 Gothenburg candidacy 

It has been brought to my attention that Gothenburg is applying to be appointed the UNESCO 

City of Literature 2021. As the CEO of Göteborg & Co, I would like to express our support for the 

application.  

This year Gothenburg turns 400 years. We are celebrating this by developing Gothenburg into 

an even better place to visit, live in, and work in. The anniversary efforts are built on all three 

aspects of sustainability: social, ecological and economic; all in line with the city’s sustainability 

policies and guidelines for managing and implementing initiatives in residents’ best interests. 

Gothenburg is mobilising to become "The City Where We Read to Our Children". The project is 

designed to encourage reading with and for children in their early age, where the initiative is 

part of the city's equality work and a tribute to the fairy tale moment. In a city where we read for 

and with our children, more people become eligible for upper secondary school, more people 

can further their education, and more people get employed. The earlier we create a desire to 

read in our children, the greater the chance we have of giving them good opportunities later in 

life.  

Being appointed a City of Literature would be a great honour and great opportunities for 

Gothenburg. 

I strongly support the application of the UNESCO City of Literature 2021. 

 

 

Peter Grönberg  

CEO of Göteborg & Co 

 
Göteborg & Co is a municipal company, fully owned by the City of Gothenburg. We work towards a 

sustainable city, open to the world. The company mission is to get more people to discover and choose 

Gothenburg. We do this through wide-reaching collaboration, by leading and promoting the 

development of Gothenburg as a sustainable destination so that everyone who lives and works here 

benefits from a growing hospitality industry. 





 

 

 
 

     
Gothenburg 2021-04-14 

D. no. 0216/21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Letter of Support UNESCO City of Literature 2021 Gothenburg Candidacy 
 
The Consortium of Masthuggskajen, Gothenburg hereby wish to express our strong 
support for the City of Gothenburg´s application to join the Network of Creative Cities 
of UNESCO in the field of Literature. 

We consist of a group of culturally engaged real estate developers (private and public) 
working in collaboration to create a new urban district in the very heart of Gothenburg. 
Our objective is to make Masthuggskajen an inclusive, green, and dynamic addition to 
the RiverCity Gothenburg which is the largest urban development project in 
Scandinavia.  
 
The development of Masthuggskajen includes 1300 new apartments and 150 000 sqm 
of premises for offices, retail, restaurants, civil society organisations and cultural life. 
A new sustainable district is emerging that will complement the already teeming city 
life of the surrounding area. 
 
Masthuggskajen and the surrounding area is a cultural node with numerous theatres, 
music clubs, Gothenburg International Film Festival exists side by side with important 
literary organisations and businesses such as Göteborgs Litteraturhus and 
Förlagshuset i Göteborg. The Consortium of Masthuggskajen aims to develop and 
strengthen the cultural life by creating new space for culture, where both existing 
functions and expressions are mixed and co-exist with new ones. The contrasts create 
a stimulating and dynamic cityscape. 
 
Becoming one of UNESCOs Cities of Literature would be a great acknowledgement 
enhancing our ambition to strengthen Gothenburg as a rich cultural city.  
 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 
The Consortium of Masthuggskajen 
 
 
 

S
ig

na
tu

re
 re

fe
re

nc
e:

 e
34

94
d4

7-
17

6b
-4

30
8-

bb
54

-5
d6

0d
79

6f
17

2



 

 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
                             
Lennart Hedström   Martin Gidenstam 
Elof Hansson Fastigheter AB  Stena Fastigheter AB 
 
 
     
 
 
Johanna Hult-Rentsch   Mikael Ahlén  
NCC Property Development AB  Riksbyggen Ekonomisk Förening 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Joakim Gralén   Niels-Peter Jacobsen 
Fastighets AB Balder   Nordr 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
Mats Arnsmar   Lena Andersson 
Folkets Hus Göteborg   Älvstranden Utveckling AB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

S
ig

na
tu

re
 re

fe
re

nc
e:

 e
34

94
d4

7-
17

6b
-4

30
8-

bb
54

-5
d6

0d
79

6f
17

2



	

Detta dokument är elektroniskt signerat och juridiskt bindande.

Konsortiet Masthuggskajen: Martin Gidenstam

Konsortiet Masthuggskajen: Johanna Hult Rentsch

Vd: Lena Andersson Konsortiet Masthuggskajen: Mats Arnsmar

Konsortiet Masthuggskajen: Joakim Gralén

Konsortiet Masthuggskajen: Mikael Ahlén

Konsortiet Masthuggskajen: Niels-Peter Jacobsen

Konsortiet Masthuggskajen: Lennart Hedström
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April 16, 2021 

Gothenburg 

To whom it may concern,  

The book fair in Gothenburg is the Nordic region's largest cultural event and is held every year in 

Gothenburg. Gothenburg Book Fair can warmly recommend UNESCO to let Gothenburg become part 

of the UNESCO Creative Cities Network and UNESCO City of Literature.  

During my 5 years as the director of Gothenburg Book Fair, I can emphasize Gothenburg's literary 

power within around city, in the creative industry, with the author circle and the culture of the 

municipality. Through strong collaboration literature and authors become central to the culture and 

stories and books takes place in school and education, but also characterizes the city's arrangements 

and environment.  

It is my opinion that an award such as UNESCO City of Literature will give Gothenburg a recognition 

as a city of literature, which can give birth to new collaborations and strengthen the collaboration 

that already characterizes the city's literary work. As far as I know, the planning is already underway 

to further strengthen the literary work in the city, I am impressed by the city's will and power in 

strengthening the literary city of Gothenburg.  

Gothenburg Book Fair is and will always be a part of that work.  

 

Best regards  

 
Frida Edman  

Director of Gothenburg Book Fair 
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