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A word of advice: A study of linguistic complexity, narrative ability and vocabulary in children and school pupils from various socio-economic backgrounds
Information for guardians about a research study on language in children/school pupils
We would like to ask your permission to include your child in a research study. This letter provides information about the study and what it will involve for your child if they participate.
Information about the research study 
The motivation for this study is the City of Gothenburg’s (Göteborgs Stad) desire to understand how efforts to promote children’s and school pupils’ linguistic development can be improved and adapted to suit the needs that exist in different areas of the city. The study will be carried out during 2026–2027, and its purpose is to provide new insight into language comprehension, narrative ability and vocabulary among children from different socio-economic backgrounds and areas. ‘Socio-economic background’ refers here to differences in a child’s family’s financial and social circumstances. The study’s results will be used to better the quality of education and to improve every child’s prospects for developing sophisticated language skills.
This study focuses on children who attend a municipal preschool (förskola) and pupils who attend a municipal compulsory school (grundskola) within the City of Gothenburg. The entities jointly responsible for this research study are the City of Gothenburg’s Preschool Administration (Förskoleförvaltningen) and Compulsory School Administration (Grundskoleförvaltningen) and the University of Gothenburg. Here, ‘entity responsible for research’ means the organisation(s) conducting the research study.
Why are we asking your child to participate?
We are asking your permission for your child to participate because their preschool or compulsory school has been selected to take part in our study. We have chosen the preschools and schools for this study at random on the basis that the children enrolled in each of them live in different areas of the city. Our study focuses specifically on children who will turn either five or seven years of age during 2026. The information used as the basis for selection was sourced from Statistics Sweden (Statistikmyndigheten SCB), and the Preschool Administration’s and Compulsory School Administration’s secure data warehouses.
What is involved in the research activities?
We will analyse the participating children’s narrative speech based on their age. This analysis will be carried out by a member of either the municipal Preschool Administration’s or Compulsory School Administration’s staff. This person will tell the child a short story accompanied by pictures. The child will then retell the story with the help of the pictures, and we will record this retelling as an audio file. Each child will participate just once in the study at their preschool or school, and their conversation with the researcher will last for around 15 minutes. The researcher who meets with the children will be someone educated in children’s early linguistic development, highly experienced in interacting with children and with the ability to create an atmosphere in which a child feels relaxed and secure.
Participating in the study 
Participation in this study does not involve any risk for your child. The person who will meet with your child has received training in how to interact with children for research purposes, and will ask your child whether they wish to participate or not. Participation is voluntary; if a child does not wish to participate, they will not need to do so. The person who meets with your child will be attentive to any signs in your child’s body language, facial expression, or otherwise that show that they do not want to participate in the study.
Participation is voluntary
You can choose whether or not you wish your child to participate in this study, and we require consent from your child’s guardians before your child can participate. If your child has two guardians, both will need to consent to your child’s participation. Please return your signed consent form in the pre-addressed envelope provided. You can choose to withdraw your consent at any time. You do not need to provide a reason as to why you choose not to let your child take part in this study, nor why you wish to discontinue your child’s participation in the study, if you should choose to do so. If you wish to discontinue your child’s participation, please contact the study’s principal investigator, Agneta Pihl, via e-mail at agneta.pihl@forskola.goteborg.se. Agneta Pihl is also the person to contact should you have any questions about the study. If you require an interpreter, please contact your child’s preschool or school.
What will happen to the information collected?
As part of this study, we will record your child’s retelling of a story (audio recording and written transcript), and will collect the following information classified as personal data: (1) your child’s name and the name(s) of their guardian(s), (2) a recording of your child’s voice, (3) background information provided voluntarily in the form of answers to two supplementary questions that will aid our research: one question about your child’s gender, and one about whether or not your child speaks more than one language. Please return your answers to these questions to us using the same pre-addressed envelope as you use for the consent form.
The City of Gothenburg’s Preschool Administration is the lead entity responsible for this research, and will store all of the study’s research data, including data collected from participating compulsory school pupils. This information will be stored securely and handled with extreme care, so that no one unauthorised can access it. Only the researchers will have access to this data. The collected data will also be pseudonymised, and cannot be linked to your child as a person nor to your child’s preschool or school. This information will only be used within the research study and presented at group level, i.e., as the results for the various areas.
We comply with the EU’s General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and other relevant legislation when we process personal data. The legal basis for processing the personal data collected for this study is that this processing is necessary for the performance of a task carried out in the public interest (GDPR, Article 6.1 (e)). The data from the study will be processed for as long as the study continues. The personal data concerning your child will be saved for ten years, after which time it will be erased. The same applies to records of consent to participate and/or consent withdrawn by guardians.
Insurance
All children who participate in this research study are insured through the policy that covers children attending a municipal preschool or compulsory school.


Personal data
Controllership of the personal data collected is shared among the entities jointly responsible for this research study. Under the GDPR, you have the right to access the information about your child that is processed as part of this research study free of charge, and to request that inaccurate data be corrected, if necessary. You can also request that information about your child be erased, and that the processing of your child’s personal data be restricted. If you have any questions about how we process your own or your child’s personal data, you are welcome to contact informationssakerhet@grundskola.goteborg.se and the City of Gothenburg’s Data Protection Officer at dso@intraservice.goteborg.se. If you are dissatisfied with the way we process your personal data, you have the right to submit a complaint to the Swedish Authority for Privacy Protection (Integritetsskyddsmyndigheten (IMY)) at imy@imy.se.
The Study’s Principal Investigator
Agneta Pihl
Senior Lecturer, Preschool Administration, City of Gothenburg
E-mail: agneta.pihl@forskola.goteborg.se  
Phone: 076-948 93 08
Postal address: Göteborgs Stad, Förskoleförvaltningen, Box 1116, 405 23 Göteborg
Website: www.goteborg.se
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